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Brief sketch of Abraham Hunsaker
(6?7”"Téry+mﬁvqgéﬁgt,; Great Grandson

Hunsakers -- origin in the center of the Black Forest about

N

72 miles from Zurik.
Belonged to the Duncans
My Great CGrandfatner was born liov. 29, 1812 (on my ftathers

side)

He yas born in Jonesptorough Town, Union County, State ¢f
Ilionolis. He was the son of Jacob Hunsaker and Polly Luce
~~- When he was 14 the family moved to Adams county and

settled some 15 miles East of Cuincy.
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dbraham married his first wife Elioza on Januacy 3. 1833
re was 20 and she was 15. WMy great crandfather Iszac was
their Qth child.

A son Lewis was porn saturday night near 12:07 April 6, 1839
near Payson, Adams County, State of Illincis. At the same
time the Latter Day Szints nad been driven out of the Stafe
of Misscuril py cruel mobs. One family v the name of &mnos
McBride steopred in my house. I took him in with me: it was
the first time I nad the orivilege of hearing the latter-day
Saints. The Lord told me by nis holy spirit they were the
servants fo the Lord.

Nov. 15, 1840 I was baptized by David Evans -- also my wife



To be ¢clozer to the saints, March 1842 1 settled on my farm

in Hancock Couty on the rapids of the Mississippl.

Septempper 2, 1842 —-- Hepber C. Kimball and wife and others
come to pay us a visit -- we gave them 3 or 4 bushels of
peaches to take home -- this was the first time T have

visited with an Apostle of Jesus.

We continue our farming operations here for two or three

years.
I have 2 small mission appointed. Have been ordained an
Elder under the hands o0f Bro. Wilford Woodruff -- ordered to

he orczined in
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general cenference held in Nauveco -- 3Bro.

Josepn Smitn preached.

March 1844 -- Swaped part of the farm to Bro. Mickerell for
2 steam mill on the banks of tne river.,
June 27, 1844 -- This is a sclemn darkness to the saints of

tne most nign ftor Joseph and dyrum Smith the prophet and
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triarch have pin shot in Carthage Jzil

After the ce=ath of Joseph and Hyrum Smith, Abraham did not

write In his Hournal again fer 12 vye

N

rs.

On February 25, 1846 the Hunsakers left their home and
crossed the Mississippl River on ice with their cattle and
sheep and camped at Sugasr Creek.

thursday July 16, 1846 Abraham was mustered into the Mermon

Battitien.



about to begin their
worth.

At fort Leavenworth,
Battailon drew their

received $42.00

August 14,

W

1846,

Private Apraham

Drazicdent Yroung met o with tha Rz

clothing allowance for the
Comp

Hunsaker was appointed a

~alion as they were

march from Sarpv’s store to Fort Leaven

Kansas on August 3rd members of the
arms and on August Hin each man
year.

left

any D the Fort -- March 18,

Sergeant in

0 -- He was discharged as a ist sergeant on July 16, 1847
wnen tne 5 companies of the Mormon Battallion were
discharged.

Cn July 20, 1847, the majority started hcme -- some were on
the scene when gold was discovered at Sutter’s Mill, they
cressed the same route that the Donner Party traveled,
passing the remains c¢f the Jonner Party on the Morning of
September 6th.

Tney arrived in Salt Lzke City on Cctober 16, 1847,

Cctober 18th -- 31 men left the salt Lake Valley for Winter

Cuarters, Council

pick up their wives znd families —- arriving

just
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Salt Lake Valley
Un September 16,
Wyoming?

Arrive in

Bluff and Abranam on to

pefor Cnristmans,
found Abraham and Eliza

in the

1848,

Sait Lake City on

Honey Cresk 1o
late iIn

184
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started back o

Willard Richards Divisicn.

on littie Sandy Creek (Sweetwater,

zliza Collins gave birth tc her 8th Child.

Octover 12, 1B48B.
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Abraham settled somewhere down around 48th south and East
and West of Highland Drive in the Mill Creek Holladay Area.
John Neff, Frank Hammond, Charles Hammond Mrs. R.W. Ritten,
William Bringhurst.

The first =checol house was bulld In the fall of 1848 by
Apbraham, Charlies Harper, William Bringurst, Solcmon Chase,
Francls Hammond and Randolph Alexander.

1850 ne married nis second wife, Harriet Beckstead -- my

great grandmother on my fathers side.

AMASA M. lvman Company Andrew Cunnincham 3rd Division
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ret Sweeten became his third wife, May 1854 -- The next
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movVe wWas to the west Jordan area where a farm was

establiished along the Jordan River -- this property was sold

to Lrenipbaid CGardner wno then buillt the first Grist Mill
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ne Hunsakers attended church, day scneool, dances in 2 small

log House in West Jordan where the West Jordan ward house

in 1855 three pirths are recorded at Jordan.
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n cattle for himself and others at the South West
end ofi Utan Lake, His second wife, Harriet Beckstead 1ive °

there with her family in a small cabin for the purpose to

care for the livestock.
Indians were numerous in that lccality -- but Abraham seemed
to get along well witn them. He bougnt from a pband of

Incdian warriors a ltittle Piede Indian boy and took him home

to Harriet -- she named him Lemuel.



Lemuel was baptized in the Carson River in Nevada, March 15,
1857.
In the Winter of 1855 and the Spring cof 1856, the Indians

attack the cattle stations near the lake.

Feb. 22, 1856, Friday morning I started for the cattle

staticon and mvy family on the South end cf the Lake. We got

s

as far as Carson’s herd when the horses gave out. We slept
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loor on a cuilt and covered with
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another. it was cold. I talked with George Carson and
Henry ¥oren -—- they had no fear of the Indians —-- but said

tney were getting mad and were hungry for a fignht.

Feth 23, 1858 -- 1 got up early by davlight and started
for my folks at the herd calculating to eat breakfast with
cul fcikg =21 the nerd, I also wanieo fLew!ls 1o gainer us Ineg

my stock. We got to the herd at 10:00 pul my nhorses gave
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cut ~-- so we nad worked hard to get there. Lewis and I

pulled of the harness when we see two Indians comine after

c
1]
™
[0}
jon]
0
th

uriously and I thought all was not right.

I had tzken in an Indian and his family to re with me zand we
were very friendly with them and gave them milk and bread to
eatl. We also had given all other Indians something when
they asked for it. The Indian living with me was sick with
the measies. His name was Moto. When I see those mad
Tndians comingrl ran to Moto, my friendly Indian to get to
him before those Indians came up, but they.commenced to

shcuting very furriously as soon as they came in gunshot --



Moto Jjumped up out of bed and ran out to them and they

hol lered very furiously as they were very mad. Moto ran to
his tent and took his bow and arrows and gathered their duds
and letft.

I loaded one musket, one U>»3 Rifle -- Lewis 1c
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I knew they would kills us 1f they could and we must gest
away Iimmediately. We had nothing to take us put one mare
that Lewis had in -- I tole Lewis to put the harnes on the
mare and tne one that was tired out and we would try to go.
I aisc sent &Alen and Lemuel t¢e bring the sheep to take with
us. I then thought that if cur team gave out we woula be in
worse fix than if we wouald stay in the house. So I told

Lewis nhe nzd better ride on the fresh horse and cet the one
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I nad seen on the road coming in which was about 2 miles
pback. 7The Indians had started after ALlen and Lemuel but
when‘they seen Lew!is leave they started afler him. I then
sent two lesser boys after the sheep and Alen and Lemuel
after two oxen which I had seen..

we got cone yoke out ‘of the cattle -—- hitched them to the

<

wagcon and started hom to flege the Indians.

As Lewlis had not returned I feared he was killed by the
Indians. 1 cdrove the team without a road -- Harriet and the
boys dreove the sheep. Alen was cetting all the cattle he
could for the horses were lying down -- He finally got Jan

Turpens ox and we voaked a cow with him. We came to where

ewlis found the mare 1 sent him after and re was notu there,
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but I could se where the mare or some other animal was on
the jump. I sent my boy Alen on to Carscn’s to get an
express (o Provo to get a company to follow the Indians, but
wnen ne got there he found the house plundered and no person
at home. It was now very dark so I told our family we would
leave our sheep and cattle close to this place and that we
would voak up another vyoak of catitle and travel cn tec
Wicksams. I had Lemuel to watch the rear guard as he was an
Indian and coulld see better than any of us. We traveled
about 300 vards and I seen a man lving on his back cead. I
recognizec him to be George Carson, by 1:00 we rezched

Wickson’s. They had not heard of the uprising. They met

anoiner group of men coming after cattle a2t Carson’s. They
S0 ackx, aather uop the cattie, the Indians Attck, focur more
men et shot so they leave.
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Z27. more forces come from Lehi to search for the dead.
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Z29tn ancther group starts out to help abraram find Lewis
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retrive the cattle which the Indians had stolen.
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a3t. Mzrch 8th, still no word from Lewis. Somtime after
March 12 Colonel Peter Conover headed a company which

pursued after those Indians. He charced me one-third of the
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stolen. I paid up for them and took Livo o

them to the cwners as socn as 1 could get the owners to come

o

nd setile with me and take them away.

Apriil &tn General conference Abraham was called to go on a
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1o Carscn County Nevada to set up a settliement.



Orson Hyde, Bro. Murdock and Abraham purchased a farm where
the Municipal building in Carscon City now sits.

Septempber 21, 1857 they left carson valley to return tc SLC
because of the threat of Johnson’s Army.

Nov. 2, 1857 Arrived in RBrigham City -- by the request of
Lorenzo Snow and Samusel smith Abranham stayed in Brigham.
Bout a house from Lorenzo for $150.00.

Nov 1837 sent to Echo Canvon to keep out of Uncle Sam’s
Army. Staved 4 weeks and returned home.

Hov. 13, 1858 takes nis 4th wive Katharine Jensen —-- Sealed
bv President Young in one of nis rooms in his fine house.
March 11, 1859, the snow is still one foot deep.

Feb 13, 1863 macrried S5th wife Mary Luckham.

In 1864, He sent two seons to Omaha Nepraska to bring home a

threshing macnine, the first in Box Elder Ccunty. and Two
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large pianos ~-- cne fcor his family and cone for Lorenzo Snow.

z
He £

m
~
5
[
[0}

Q07 acres north of Brigham City, ran nis cattle in
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Mantua, owned shares in the wollen mill, Zions Co-op and in
znnery. he also owned a grist mil! in Honevville.
Apbraznam Hunsaker watched with keen interest the Advancement
of the First Transcontinental Rallrocad. He and some of his
older sons, contracted with the Central Pacific Company for
the construction of a mile of road grade near little
Mountain.

May 10, 1869, the Golden Spike was driven anrd among the
spectators was Abraham Hunsaker 3rd from the ricght in the

front row.



The first cffice of the Union Pacific Railroad in Brigham
city was established in the fall of 1869 in the Northwest
room of the Hun=aker house.

For 36 years this rail line was used. in 1906, the Lucin

cut-off was pulilt and in 1942 during world war 11 the ralls
were needed for the war eftort and wers then removed,
Spring of 1864 mavedc to Honeyville -- had a cabin on Salt

Creer, purchassed a Saw mill.

Apvrahzam was the first person to engage in dry farming in

BoxiElder County.
The first church house was dedicated Jan. 5, 1879 oy Lorenzo
Snow. Epbranam was the bishop.

Inciuding the Carson Valley experience, he serve 5 missions.

in Aprid 13, 1888 U.S. marshalls were in bdeoneyville for Bro.

wWnen zapranam was cunning around with the raiircaa. Jarriec,
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my creat garand mother and my grancesa (
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sazc) spent the
summers aft Little Mountain herding sheep and other stock ard
living in a cave. She was stricken with blood poisoning,
caused by a bilister on cher liftle toe, which she got rocking
a cradle -- Died Jan. &, 1905.

My grand father weorked as a Freighter driving a four horse
team and hauling gcods to Montana. He was also constable cf
the roneyviile Precinct.

Cn Zugust 13, 1859 Lemuel the Indian was shot and killed by
soldiers. indians nad pbeen causing settlers fo Northern

tah a gre

u

t cdeal of trouple by stealing cattle and horses,

4



- plundering cornfields and in some instances, killing

settlers.
When the troops reached Brigham City they were told of the
Hunsaker boy -- they were also told that the Hunsaker Indian

would be found taking care of his father’s stock in Mantua.
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Lemuel was zacross the valley to bring in a team of horses so
that the family could go to Brigham. At the time he was
riding one of two horses which the sheriff had with him.

The boy was part way back when Abranam and the Sherri
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the Soidgiers coming, t(hey shouted at the army, but

nevertitneless, the suliaisrs shot -- Lemuel was Dead.

&branem ned five wives and 53 kids counting Lemuel -- It is

no wonder why ne g2t so much done.



