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A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF ORMUS EPHRKIY¥ BATES

BY
ORYUS A, BATES

Ormue E. Batee, son of Cyrue Bates an: LydiaHarrington,
was born 25th of Xarch 1815 at Ellisberg, Jefferson County, New York.

He married Phoebe kariah Xatteson, born 3let of Jan.
-1817,1in (orobably) Jefferson County, New York, in 1835 at Ellisberz of
rame county and state, by whom he had five sone and four daughters:

Orson Parley,b 3xrd of kKarch 1636 at Ellisberg N. Y.

Erin Lafayette b. Dec.23, 1838 at Ellisberg, N. Y.

Loverne Emerette, b. Feb. 4, 1841 at Henderson, Jefferson Co. N. Y
Yary Elizabeth, b. Dec. 5, 1842 " "
Ormue Elias, b, April 11§ ¥845 at Nauwvoo, Illinois.

Orieea Mariash, b. Jan. 8. at ~»inter Quarters, Nebraska.

Arlin Henry, b. Feb. 14, 1851 at Council Bluffs, Iowa.

VYarintha Altheria, b. March 14, 1853 at Batesville, Utah,

Vyron %illiam, b. Oct. 18, 1857 at Batesville, Utah

¥ith-hie family of wife and four children, he moved
from Henderson Jefferson County, New York to Nauvoo, Illinoie in 18643.
Here he was active in church affaire, was anpointes by prover authorities
of the Church, with othere, to collect as agents of the Church of
Jesus Chriest of mtter-Day Saintes, donatéons and tithinge for the
Tempole in the city of Nauvoo. and for other purvoses, and having com-
nlied with all necessary recuirements by enterin: into bonde to our
- entire satiefaction. ( Ref. Journal Historv Jan. 31, 1845)

He ie mentioned acs one taking oart with a grou» of
24 elders who met in prayer circle in the Temole March 24, 1848.

. While in Nauvoo he married Xorilla S»nink on
Dec. 23, 1844, whose son Orville E. wae born on OCtober 21, 164E.

The next year, procably the latter vart of 1¢46, he
took his farily, unier threat of mob violence, to ®intercuartere, Neb..
rhere on January 24, 1847, he was & member of a company of armed men
under Hoeea Stout, chosen to participate in an expedition azainst the
Indisne. Just what the resulte of thie exnedition were is probavly
recorded in the history of the Church,

) Durinz thie year, 1847,he married a third wife,
¥atilde Reeves, from Rochester or Hartland, lew York, at Winter Quarters.

As the movement was ever westward, we fina him
next in Council Bluffs, Iowa, where he kept cattle and horses for the
Church, reserved to eocuip the trains for migrating Baints, somre for
Oreon Pratt whose first wife was Ormus Batee' eister; he had & coneider-
able number of stock of hie own.
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Beoause of this ocoupation, he remained here about four yeare. In the
meantime, the 8aints under Brigham Young's counsel were using every effort
to leave the states because of a growing bitterness and restlessness in
both North and South, and to gather to Utah and help in the builcing up of
Z2ion in the toos of the mountains.

Accordingly, the Bateses joined the company under %illiam
Cumminge, and wish his stock left Council Bluffs in the spring of 1851,
arriving in Salt Lake City on October 5th. of the same year.
To be more specific, the Cummings company left the last outpost, Kanesville,
June 21st 18£1, divided into several unite of fifty and subdivided into
tent. ( See Hammond's Document in Church Emigration MS Vol. 2 ) a diary
of a vart of this company recorded each day.

Ormus E. Bates remainei in the 8alt Lake valley during the
winter of 1851 and 1n the epring of 1852 took his family and herde west-
ward, around the point of the Ocuirrh range of wountains to the group
of tule springs and located a tract of land 5 miles north of Tooele and
24 milee gouth of the Ezra T. Benson saw mill.

_ Here he built a houre and bezan the erection of a fort near
& larze epring of nure, clear water that bubbled un through moving,
turbulent cuickeand.

Tthe fort was built of adobe mud laid to a thickness of two
feet, and 12 ft. high, enclosing a court five by six rode in dimendion
with a gete through which teamrs coulc be driven on the east side.

In my memory, it seems the fort was never tfinished on tneik@
which was flunked by sloughs of standing water - partially, at least -
no doubt a reasonably eafe protection againet the Indian raids and &n
excellent home or retreat for ducks and mosqguitoes.

Indians,at this time,were not friendly, to speak mildly,
and on one occasion, at least waylaid and killed a herder who attemxpted
to trail and recover hie cattle.

Ormus E. Bates wae & believer in the counsel of Brizhan
Youngz," It is better and cheaper to feed them (the Indians) than to
fight them".

The surrounding tract of lanc wae for many years known as
Rategrs Ranch,but oftener called "The Ranch" by peovle on the east eice
of Tooele valley. On Kovember 1, 1€55,the county ccurt eet asice another
tract to be named the Roese Springs Forting District, described as follows:

Cormencing at S.%. corner of the Crmus E. Bates Forting Distriot,
thence north along the county road to the Ezra T. Beneson District(Head of
the ¥i1ll Springs) thense eact to the foot of the mountains, thenee south al-
ong the foot of the mountains to & point directly east of the southeast
corner of the Ormus E.Bates Forting District, thense west to the place of
beginninz. The soringe at fhe foot of the mountain were first called Rose
Springe, afterwarde, the Sellwood Place, and later Bryan's Springs.

1
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The Batesville School District and Precinct later establisghead,
to include these two forting Districts,the East Side and West Side.
There wae,no doubt, an understood line on the south side of these Forting
Districts.

Ormus was at that time active in civic affairs. He was
named Orator of the Day at & celebration of the 24th of July 1856 at
Tooele City.

: He was appointed to succeed John Rowberry as Probate Judge
of Tooele County in 18539 by the Territorial Legislature(Journal History
Jan.24, 1859) and wae regularly reelected to succeed himself the next
year 1860.

The County Seat wae located at that time at Richville
(Milton) the settlement coneisting of five families, a grietmill, the
remains of a sawmill and & Court House. This was three miles north of
the Ranch.

During theege few years, Bates and his soné built two homes
in the fort and one a short diestance south near a small spring which we
boys called Grandma's Spring.

He was set apart September S9th and left on a mission on Sept.
22nd 1860 to the United States witk a large group including Orson Pratt.
On thie occasion President Young appealed for funde from Bishops and
. families in Zion to aid these miscelonaries who were unable to provide for
themselves, naming Orson Prstt and Erastus 8now as needing euch help;but
stated, "Such men as Ormus E. Bates can take care of themselves," (Journal
History Sept. 13, 1860).

1862 Mar.l17( From Mill. Star)

" News from New York " " Brother Ormus E. Bates who has
juet returned from the #est ( perhaps on a special mission to Florence Neb.)
reported the way open and favorable prospect for our emigration and Rail
Koads would provide transporation to Florence."

The 13th of June 1862, he, with Elder H. 8. Eldredge met
the Elders and Sainte arriving at Castle Gardens on the Ship Manchester
and arranged for their trip to Florence.

He returned, probably with thie company, &across the plains
during 1862.

Finding the stock range unsatisfactory in Tooele Valley, he
moved & part of hie family south into Rush Valley, where feed comditions
were more promising and located on the East Canyon Creek, which was later
Batefd Creek and now Ophir Creek, & short distance below the mouth of the

canyon. Here he built several cabins to accomédate his now augmented
family.

with He had accuired a large herd of sheep, about 3,000 head,
with cattle and horses ranging in the hills in summer and out in the
valle% % ring the winter. Little snow ever fell in thie valley, but white

sage and budsage furnisghed the finest of winter feed.
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Here he prospered with his several wives and families. The
boye herded the sheep,tended the cattle, rounded up and "busted" bzonkoes.
The girle helped their mothere cook, keep house,scour,card and spin wool
and make clothing; so that Ormus, like Abraham of old, became prosperous,
with his flocks and hie herds and hie wivez and daughters and hie sons;
but, too bad, there came the Ophir mining excitement, right to his door.
His young son Cyrus about 18, diecovered a vein of rich horn silver,
wvhich he named the Mountain Lion and located with the father as co-owner.
The mountain ie still called the Lion Hill. There were taken from near
the surface many thousands of dallars in horn silver picketes almost pure
silver were shoveled out without blasting. Excitement ran high and Salt
Lake mining men commenced bidding for the property. Cyrys $0ld his hslf
to the father for $10,000, Ormue held for $50,000. He refused a bid of
$40,000.

In the meantime much money was spent in development and
pockets of ore petered out. In 1872 silver was demonetized and dropped
too low for mining, leaving Ormue heavily in debt. Hip cattle and sheep
helped to ease his finances but the worry and trouble undermined his
health and he wapg suddenly stricken with heart failure and on August 4,
1873, 58 years, 4 months, and 1S days of age, leaving six widowe and
40 children.

Physically he wae well set up, six feet tall, weighed 240
pounds. His compleypdion was light, eyee grey and piercing, his strength
elmost prodigious. It was said of himr that no man in the county could
handle him. Yet he was always affable and Pleasantly agreeable, when not
aroused, but like a lion when attacked.

He was pleasant and affable withhis friends, sociable and
hosvitable with Btrangers or friends, but firm and forceful when crossed.

His wives,though sometimes complaining respected him; Higs sons
and daughters loved and obeyed him.

His was the life of a Bioneer, from Pioneer stock of Maseachus-
ette coming from England in 1633 to Boston; and ruggrd frontiersmen
keeping abrest of the ever westward movement- Massachusetts, Vermont,
Western New York, Illinois, thense to the territory of Uteh. A colonizer,
he, who sought not comfort and ease, but space for expansion. Like Jacob
of 01d, he needed room for his flocke and his herds, his wives and his
sons and their sons.

He was alwaye friendly with the Indianes when the were not
hostile. He fed rather than fought them, and though they raided the herds
of others in Tooele County, no one ever knew of their stealing a horse
or steer branded with the familiar "0.B", Ormus Bates'brand

The Deep Creek and S8kull Valley Utes,numbers of them,came to the
Bates Ranch on East Canyon creek every fall to gather pine nuts. (Pinyons-
go-called by the Spanish). Every time they greeted him with, " How,Bitch,
(Batee) and called him, "Heap Wino Bitch" (Very good Bates). Of course,
they ceme to beg something, everything."S8hay,gimme biecuit. Me pappose
hongry, heap crv.Me wan' um prow,(flour) sugha (eugar)
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After a time of gathering and roasting the nuts &anZ beg-
ging what they could aroun¢ the country,then perheps the chief came to
the houee: " Shay, Bitch,me wan'um shteeh (eteer) heep waino meet."

Ormus would laugh a little and hesitate. " What you want of steer, Tabby?"

"¥e wan'ur hean meat, pix um ghmoke. Me souaw (imitates
cutting up meat) waino pix um,shmoke,pack um ,uh ! (grunt meaning over
rountain) Shkurr-¥arrey.( Skull Valley) " A1l right", Ormus woull agree.
"One steer,see?” (holdinz up one finger) " You ketch ‘um, waino pix um."

That was enough. 8oon tbhe young braves were astride their
ruetanges and off they would go into the hille arong ihe ceGare. When the
eteer was founc they herded kim out of the cedars onto the flat, then-

" Yin! yi! Yip.¥o,yi! Yi! Yi! Round ani round they chaesed the poor beast
until he was hot and windec. Then followed the kill. S8cuewe were irmmediately
at hand witdh knivees to eskin and butcher the carcass, then they cut the lean
fleeh into narrow stripe which was carried to camvp, hung onto horizontal
willowe restins on forked stakes, under which a slow fire was mece ani the
meat waeg thue dried as the fir was kept going several days, until the

meat was hard and black. Then it was packed in blankete or bage, packed

on ponies. Then the camp broke up and the company "Plikeway" for their wic-
¥ieups over the mountaine to the weet.

Grandma Bates (Phoebe Mariah) told this story in which
it is evident Grandpa wes not alwaye mila where Indians were concerned.

One day. an arrogant buck came into the fort in Tooele
Valley fror a pand of Indianes cawped some distance from the fort. He
etrutted around askinz and demaniing everything in sight, and pickec¢ up
gore article as thouzh to teke it, anyway. Orrue walked up to him. "¥You
vpike way! Git!" Then seizing him ¥y the shoulder and lege, boosted him
uo and threw him over the gate out of the court. The gate was eizht feet
hich. It wae done g0 euvidenly thet the Indian had no time to get out of
the way or defend himself. Grandma chucklei and leurned in her rerinie-
oence.

anctvrer pimilar case occured not far from Kanesville,
a bani of warriore avpeared one morning before the trein had started,
orobably to bers and to size vp the company. The young leadier, eviiently
a chief rode forward tco "pow wow". Some of the lesdersof the comvany
etool out ¢ short distance from the ¢amvp to size uo the braves &nd find
out what they wante!. Ormue %. Bates was one of these men. A circumstance
of #hich th: followin ecene wae the secuel, occured & month or so later
ecarlier . wnile M¥r. Batee wae gatheriny up the csttle. In hie absence from
his herder's cavin, one day, some Indiane broke in and stole everythinz
thev couls carry off; amonz which were soze clothee.

Ormus no¥ ciegcoverec thie younz chief had on one of
théf =shirte . Without further parley, he stepoed up to the Iniisn with
the comrmani,” Give me my shirt!" Then he seized his legz, jerked unim from
hie oony, tore the shirt froxr his back,cuffed him several times, then
throwing him back on the horse, gave the pony a slap on the hip ,with,

" Now git, pike way and etay awayl"®
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The other braves eat on their horsee and lesuzhed and jeered as
their leader was beinz men handled, deeming it great eport to eee their
young leeder get what wae coming to him.

: One other incident of the journey across the vlaine wae told
to ue by Grandma. Ormus was driving ahezd of the train one Jay, accornanie3d
by his youngest wife, YX=tilda, in the oven carriazre. -They haa zotten verhare &
half mile ahsad of the train cver & hill, when euddenly two Indiane rode
down from arbush upon the couple in the carrisre. Ormus was surorised but
not unprepared. Ag the Indiens dreconed frowm their ponies, one on each eicde
of the team, with their huntinsg knives in hangd sbout to be ured to cut loose
the team from the wagon, Ormus crew hieg two "eix chootere! called "oe-rer
boxes®, helé them forward, one pointinz to the left and the other right. He
had eome- knowledze nf the Indiiane tonzue 2nd threetaned to kill if they cut’
the harnecz, eo they remounted their vcnies and Bates turned back to the
coneany. ‘“"Forewarned ie foreersec", and the train paeced on unmolected.

Crrus X, Bates becamre a2 nemter of the Church of Jeeue Christ
of Latter-oay Seints, beinx baptized by Orcon Pratt, July 4, 1lE35, at
Henderson, Jefferson County, New York, and Leld the cffice of Elcer until
hie death.
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On the firet pape of thie gketch are names of his firet femily.
Here are recorded thoee from later marrieges.

(Morilla Spink ¥. Nauvoo, I11. 3 Lec. 1844.
(Ieeue - Orville E. B. Nauvoo, I11l. 21 Oct. 1845
(Sarah Marinda b. Winter Quartzrs © June 1847 - Iowa
(Angenette ¥. b. . .

II. (Onley cese
(Laneing e
(Aretha ¥. b. Tooele, Tooele Co., Utah & Feb. 1EEZE.
(Ferian Pauline b.. " " v " 22 Aug. 1865

(katiléa PReeves b. 11 Apr. 1&28, Rochester N.Y. M. 1£47 #%.Q.
’ (Isepue~Cyrus Jeres Bates L. 3 June 1£43. Harris Grove, Iowa.
III. (Ly3ia , p. 14 kuz. 1852, Batesville, Toocele Co.
(Irene Laronea Bates b. 17 Mkay 1l£56 Beteeville, Tooele Co., Utah.
{Julis Bztee b. 16 Feo. 1861, Batezville, Tocele, Utab.

(Ellen Mecham b. 4 July 136 m. Salt Lake City
(Iesue - Armintha
v, (OCliver ).
(Albert
(Li1lie Vay b. Sth May 16B&.

(Mergaret Busenberk 22 Dsc. 1236 Hartlani Nia-ara, %. Y

( T, 33 June 1852 231t Lake City, Utah.
(Lucelim Abigail b. let Apr. 1554 Bateesville, Tooele, Utzh.
v. éOrin %illiam b. 1 ¥ay 1€5g n " "
Isaac b. 21 Anrl 1lEe4 " . ¢ "
(Jene Vargaret b. 3 ¥ay 1€C6 " " "
(Georze Yoroni b. 21 Apr..1€70 L " "

(Sarah Hymas b. .... (m. Oct. 10, 1562, Salt Lake City

(I<eue - Loila (married second hushand st Hyde Park,
vVI. (Ormus Ernest iCache Co., Utzh. Yovei to Aldberta, Canaza.
(Lerran
(Otena
(8arah Yelr (%are) b. 1€ Dec. 1841 Dayton, Devon, En:land
( . 1€6%, Salt Lake City.
(Celecstia Bates b. 12 June 1€64 Batesville, Tooele, Utah.
(Annie Batee 0. 23 kar. 18€€ Cphir, Utah " Co.
vii. (Arthur Bates b. 14 Feb. 1686t Onhir. Utah n "
(Almedea Bates b. & kay 1871.

(Helaman Batees Chilc

- Sarah Weir (Ware) Bates marricd %illiem Edwin Hall, July 23,
1875, at Oohir, Tooele. Utah. 1Iesue - Ella Hall who married George Hannahs.



